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I NTRCDUCTI ON

" The test, | say agai n and agai n, of any
civilization is the neasure of consideration
and care which is givento its weakest nmenbers”

Pearl S. Beck

W of the Mnneapolis Association for Retarded Children feel that one of the
basi c concepts of the Anerican denocracy is the right of all children to he educated
tothe limts of their abilities. The lawstates that at a certain age all children
shall be educated - not all children may be educated. A ongwth this we feel that
the child s own community has the first responsibility for education. But to carry
out a community educational programfor handi capped children, State assistance is
essential interns of general | aws, special aid and in | eadership,

It is the nope of this commttee to recommend changes in the present | aws that
will further the rights of nentally retarded children to their share of education in
their local comunity.

The nentally retarded childis first of all, achild, and thus entitled to the
sane consideration as every other child. Secondly, he is a handi capped child. As
such he is entitled to every aid we can give himto function, wth his handi cap, as
achild; that i s, whatever special facilities the | awcan establish to devel op himto
hi s maxi mum capacity,,

If we believe infree public education, then we nmust believe in an education
suited to the needs of the individual child. There is no way of providing free public
education for all children except by providing it for every individual child in
accordance with his needs and his _ capacities, both physical and nental. Wth these
i deas basic to our phil osophy of education, we submt our recommendations for

inproved services for mentally retarded children in M nnesot a.



NEEDS

National Needs

The need for special education is one that reaches into every city and village
in America. "Authorities in the field of special education have estimated that from
2 to 3% of the school population is nentally retarded to the extent that special
education services are necessary for the pupils' welfare". (I)

The scope of this problemcan be seen fromthis table of percentages of handi-
capping conditions in children. According to the U S. Departnent of Education 8%

of all children are born defective. A breakdown according to types follows:

Mental |y Retarded 2- 3%
Speech Defective 2 %
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 1.5%
Crippled [.0%
Blind and Partially Blind . 3%
Epileptic 2%

M nnesota' s Needs

During the school year 1954-55, Mnnesota had a school enrollnent of 584,077
students. Using a figure of 2%, |I,680 children should have been in classes for
the mentally retarded. However, 2,872 were in special classes for retarded for this
year. This mins that in Mnnesota only 24.5%or 1 in every 4 retarded children are
receiving special education.

Educational facilities range fromM nneapolis programwhich has at the present
tine 2% of the public school population either in a special class for the mentally
retarded or on a waiting list for entrance to a special class to the other extreme

where counties in our state have no special educational provisions for retarded

chi l dren.



Wiere Are d asses Locat ed

The followi ng Table | shows that there were special classes for the nental | y-
retarded in twenty-three Mnnesota counties in 1954-55. All counties with a public
school popul ati on of over 10,600 had at | east one class. However, sone of the counties
with I ess than 4,000 students in their public schools had special classes.

The small est county with a special class for retarded i s Pipestone which has a
Qoup Il class (below50 1 Q) for 8 children.

The |l argest county without a special class is Gtertail with a school popul ation
i n 1954-55 of 10. 044.

The percentage of need being net varies from74%in Ransey county to 0%i n 64
counties. Koochiching County with a school popul ation of only 3981 is neeting 71% of
its estimated need. The overall picture of special classes in Mnnesota is one of
services inthe large cities and i n some scattered comuniti es.

The fact that one |large urban county and one snall rural county are |leaders in
education for retarded children seens to indicate that classes for retarded have mainly
been started through | ocal | eadership. The statistics, whichshowlittle relationship
bet ween school popul ation in a county and speci al cl asses, poi ntsout the need for

| eader shi p and gui dance fromthe State |evels



Percent of Need for Special
Clesses Being Met snd Estimeted Need
Based on 1954-1955 Figures

TABIE I.

Students in ¥o. in Estimated 4 of need
COUNTY ‘Pablic Schools | Retarded Clasgses Feed being mwet
Ramsey 55,063 815 1,100 . 0%
Koochiching 3,981 55 78 71.0%
Eennepin - 128,674 . 1,200 2,572 47.0%
Winona, 5,600 43 112 38.9%
St.Louis i, 788 , 329 | gk 37.0%
BElue Earth . 6,561 : uy 130 S 33.%
Crow Wing 7,382 - 34 146 ' 23.3%
Brown 3,638 15 , 72 21.0%
Dakota 10,672 : 35 212 16.3%
Morrison 4,996 15 98 15.3%
Dougles 4,805 14 96 14.5%
Carleton 5,634 16 112 14.3%
Stearns 10,728 a0 214 14.0%
Cass ‘ 4,331 12 86 14,08
Mower , 9,992 25 198 . 12.14
Steele 4,658 . 11 ' 92 12.0%
Pipestone 3,374 8 66 : 12.0%
Olmgted 9,126 30 .18 10.9%
Goodhus . 6,572 . 15 130 10.2%
XKandiyohi 5,674 10 112 8.9%
Itasce : 9,798 13 _ 194 6. 7%
Anoka 11,568 15 - 230 6. 5%
Freeborn 7.503 | 8 150 - 5.3%
&l other L . _ .
Counties 0 ' 0 0 0

Total 584,077 2,872 : 11,680
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NATI ONW DE  NEEDS

Mnnesota's needs in the field of special education for the retarded are, we
feel, nuch the same as those in the rest of the country. We, therefore, sight the
foll owing study by John T. Cassell, Director of Training, Mnsfield State Training
School, Mansfield, Conn. Findings are based on returns from125 school adm n-

istrators in each of the 48 states. Both public and private schools were included

in the survey. (2)
Maj or Problems in Order of Inportance
1. Shortage of trained personnel.
2 Lack of teacher training facilities.
3. Need for greater public understandings
4 | nadequat e cl assroom space and facilities.
5 Heed for parent education.
6 Lack of suitable curriculum guides or plans.
7. Lack of suitable teaching material and equi pnent.
8 Unattractive pay differential for special class teachers.
9. Need for guidance and after school prograns.

10. Difficulties in establishing classes for the trainable child.

RECOMVENDATI ONS

Di vision of Special Education

1.) W recomend a Division of Special Education w thinthe M nnesota Depart nent
of Education. This division should be headed by a director of special
education and i ncl ude bureaus for each of the maj or handi cappi ng condi tions
There should be withinthis divisiona bureau for mental ly retarded children
staffed with consultants who woul d gi ve guidance in establishing special
cl asses, curricul umadj ustnent, teacher recruitnent, etc.

2.) Mandat ory Special Education
Provi si on shoul d be nade that school districts nust provide classes for

education of retarded children up to the age of 18 years. These cl asses



2.)

3.)

4.)

5.)

Mandat ory Speci al Education (Conti nued)
could be inthe district according to need or in cooperation with a
nei ghboring district.
Denonstration d asses at University of Mnnesota
Real i zi ng that rmuch needs to be | earned about nethods of teaching retarded
children, we recomrend t he establishing of one or nore denonstration cl asses
of retarded children at the University of Mnnesota for research, study and
teacher training and extension of aids to the University for this purpose.
State Aids for Special Teacher Trai ning.
Aid to teachers who are willing to take extra work to gain Certificationto
teach special classes. This could be a part of the aids to school districts
whi ch are establishing special classes.
M ni rum d ass Ai d.
Consideration should be given to a minimum aid of $3,000 per special class
with no less than five pupils. Glasses with over ten students would be given

aids on the present basis of $300 per student.



CONCLUSI ON

I n conclusion we feel that every child must have the right to educationto
thelimts of his ability, if we truly believe inthe ideals of free education
ina Denocratic Society. W further feel that this is a need that cannot he
post poned. For each year a child is without the best education to meet his
i ndi vi dual needs hi s handi cap tends to be magnifi ed.

Utinately all of society nust be affected to the extent that a handi capped
childis not given the opportunity to develop to his fullest ability,,

It is therefore our hope that the Comm ssion for Handi capped Chil dren

will give serious consideration to the recomrendations in this report.
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